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About Our Church 

St. Cecilia Roman Catholic Church is located in St. Mary’s City, MD. 

Our Pastor is Father Scott Woods 

The Assistants are Deacon Tony Sweeney & Deacon Mark Kijesky  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Address: 47950 Mattapany Road, P.O. Box 429, St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 

       Phone: (301) 862-4600 

       E-mail: stcecilia@md.metrocast.net 

       Social Media: St. Cecilia Website & St. Cecilia Facebook Page 

     Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am – 12:00pm 

   The office will be closed on Thursdays, Holy Days and Federal Holidays. 

 

Other Contact information 

St. Peter Claver: 301-872-5460 

St. Michael Church: 301-872-4321 

Catholic Cemeteries: 301-475-5005 or 301-932-1766 

 

 

 

mailto:stcecilia@md.metrocast.net
https://stceciliarcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Cecilia-Church-110998537078485


Prayer Intentions 

Please remember all who have asked for our prayers:   Gerald Adkinson, Virginia Alice, Bradley 

Anderson and Ernie, Kristin Austin, Judy and Jim Ballantine, Ivan Barnes, Joyce Bean, Dorothy Berry, 
Leon Briscoe, Cathy Bush, Carla and Adam, Annie Carroll, Ted Carroll, Francis Carroll, Mildred Carroll, 
Robert Carter, Steven Carter, Sr. Colleen Clair, Nancy Cotter, Debi Clark, Joey Cosgrove, Jack Cullison, 
Celia DeVoe, Erica Dingle, Ed Dishman, Norman Fenwick, Eileen Garvey, Mary Glynn, Mary Jean 
Goldsborough, Mary Gorman, Hannah Gravelle, Mary Jane Hall, Jeff Harris Family, Baby Hancock, 
James Hensley, Larry Hobbs, John Jovan, Bambi Kwiatkoski, Lynn, John Lolli, Adam Lumpkins, Helen 
Lococo, Shirley D. Major, George Matthew, Dennis MacQuilliam, Helen Miarowski, Bill Morris, James 
Morris, Cecilia Plymale, Eileen Peterson, Angie Prucha, Bill Rayle, Don Robinson, Frances Reddix, 
Clarence Rose, Ellen Rose, Jacob Remis, ZaNiya G. Rice,  Joel Rivera, Kimberly Sariego, Tiny Taylor, 
John F. Thompson, Susan Windburn, William Woodland, Lisa, Donna Burriss, Elaine McNeil, Tara 
Sewell, Doris Rose Yates, James Young, Eva Butler, Francis Birch, Evan Beck, Michael Hammett Jr., 
Andrew Farrand, Joe Dziewit. We thank God for the many people He has healed, bodies, minds, and 
souls.  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of July 25 - 31 

Saturday     4:30 PM   For the peaceful repose of the soul of Joseph Bower 

Sunday           8:00 AM  For the intentions of our parishioners 

Monday          7:30 AM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Joseph Brzezicki 

Tuesday          7:30 AM  For the intentions of our parishioners 

Wednesday    7:30 AM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Fran Owens 

Thursday        7:30 AM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Sivak 

Friday             7:30 AM  For the intentions of Amy Travis 

Saturday  8:00 AM  Mass at St. Peter Claver. 

 

Announcements & Events 

• There will be no second collection on the weekend of August 2. 

 

• The Food Pantry is open on Mondays from 9:00AM to 12 Noon.  

 

• Starting next month, we will need volunteers to help sanitize the 

church after weekend Masses and daily Mass. We are also in need 

of Lectors at both weekend Masses. If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact Liz at the church office.  

 

• Thank you to all those who have continued to support St. Cecilia’s 

through your prayers and monetary donations. As most of you 

have noticed, ushers are no longer collecting offertory envelopes 

during Mass. Instead we have a basket set up in the vestibule 

where you can drop off your envelopes before or after Mass. You 

can also drop off your envelopes at the church rectory or mail them 

in. We also have online giving set up if you would prefer to give 

electronically. You can find information on eGiving on our 

website.  

 



Mass & Confession Times 

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM 

Sunday Morning: 8:00am 

Weekday Mass: Monday – Friday 7:30am 

Daily Adoration: Monday - Friday 6:00am – 7:15am 

Weekly Confession: Saturdays 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

 

Latin Mass Schedule at St. Peter Claver 

Monday & Wednesday – 6:00 PM 

Sunday Afternoon – 3:00 PM 

 

Morning Offering: O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my 

prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day. For all the intentions of Thy Sacred 

Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, in 

reparation for my sins, for the reunion of Christendom and for the Holy Father’s 

intentions of the month. July: Our Families - We pray that today's families may be 

accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastors Keyboard 

If you ask most pastors who are usually the most difficult 
people to work within a parish, and if they are honest, they will 
tell you it is the church musician! I am very blessed at both my 
parishes to have excellent, talented, humble, Christ-loving 
musicians who have been a joy to work with these 12 years.  
Sadly, the time of service for us all is limited, but for most 
church Musicians, since they see it as a vocation (a call from 
God), they stay years, decades, and sometimes a lifetime. 
Down here, in St. Mary’s County, far from the colleges that turn 
out Musicians every year, it is often hard to find a talented 
church organist, piano player, and choir director. Yet, at both 
parishes, we have had them, and they have been with us for 
many years.   
 

Today, I want to highlight Betty Wearing, our church 
Musician at St. Cecilia Church, who is now ending her tenure 
with us after 18 years of service.  At the beginning of COVID, 
Betty called to tell me she could not come in as long as 
pandemic was happening because of her need to protect her 
dad, who is in his 90’s.  We both thought this would last only a 
few weeks and then maybe a few months. Now that the 
experts are saying it will most likely last until next year, or 

longer, Betty recognized as much as she has loved working 
here, she was going to have to retire as our church musician at 
St. Cecilia.   
 

Betty, like Roy at St Peter Claver’s, is extremely 
hardworking, kind, easy to work with, open to suggestions, and 
in love with God and His people. Many may not know this, but 
Betty has also acted beyond the job. She is the Sunday morning 
sacristan (one who set up for Mass), she used to shop for the 
food pantry, unlock the confessional, and assist visiting priest 
with the ins and outs of Mass at St Cecilia. Betty became a 
friend to several Parishioners, and has always watched out for 
me.  She has been a blessing to me personally and to the whole 
parish. Please pray for Betty and her family.  
  
Your Brother and Father in Christ, 
Fr. Scott  
  
Side note:  William Bolin, our St. Mary’s College Campus 
Minister, has consented to take over the job leading music at St 
Cecilia’s. He plays organ, piano, and guitar.  He has lead music 
on many retreats and conferences all over the archdiocese and 
beyond. 
 



Summer Helper Column 
 

Good Afternoon, St. Cecilia! My name is Jacob Redmond, and I am the 

most recent addition to the summer helper program.  

Growing up, I was Catholic and went to Archbishop Neale School in 

Laplata, Maryland. During my time there, I learned a lot about the Lord.  They 

taught me things like the ten commandments, the bible, and the rosary, but 

never told me that I could be in a relationship with Our Lord. No one told me 

that I could know Our Lord in the same way I know my closest friend. I did not 

know that the Lord and I could have conversations in which I would talk, and 

he would reply, and, most importantly, I did not know how to listen to his 

reply. I did not know how to enter a personal relationship with Him. 

Lacking a relationship with Our Lord, I thought that being Catholic was 

pointless. I saw Catholicism as a whole bunch on standing and sitting on 

Sunday. I did not understand why I was Catholic, so in high school, I turned to 

the world for happiness. 

I partied a lot starting in my freshman year through the first half of my 

senior year, but I was always interested in my theology classes. Particularly in 

my junior and senior year, I had a theology teacher named John Olon, who 

challenged my class to have a relationship with Our Lord. Bear in mind, this 

whole time, I was still living a very worldly life. In my mind, God was this big 

idea in the sky that was distant from us, so I ignored Mr. Olon and kept living 

a life trying to make myself happy. 

Senior year of high school came around, and I was at rock bottom. By 

Christmas time that year, I was going to leave home and move in with a friend 

that was trouble. With my plans pretty much set, I went to a movie night 

hosted by Mr. Olon for his students. I liked his class and figured why not. 

The movie was “Life is Beautiful” which is about a Jewish husband, 

wife, and son during the holocaust. The movie shows how, during the 

holocaust, the husband, Guido, sacrifice for the good of his family. For 

example, at one point, the family is brought to a concentration camp. His child 

starts asking questions about why they were there. So, the father comes up 

with the story that everyone in the camp is playing a game. He tells his son 

that in the game, the winner gets a tank, and the guys with guns are trying to 

get them out. All the son has to do in order to win a tank is to avoid the 

people. For the rest of the movie, Guido makes sure that the child is having 

fun playing the game. The father, in the face of the greatest tragedy in all of 

history, makes sure his son is having fun. Let the selflessness of Guido sink in 

for a moment. He wills the good of another through sacrifice. He loves his 

family. 

I went away from that movie with a tear in my eyes. In my 18 years, I 

had done pretty much everything the world had to offer. I had drunk, smoked, 

fornicated, cheated, lied, and stolen. I had received all kinds of pleasures from 



these activities. But in all my life, I had never once encountered a person who 

loves so completely, like Guido in the movie. A love that selflessly lays its life 

down for the other.  

I went home that night unsure about the whole Catholic thing, but I 

knew that I wanted to be in a relationship with the One who loves like that. 

Seeking that Person, but not knowing where to find Him, I got on my knees. I 

made the sign of the cross and said to the Lord, “Lord, if you want me to be 

Catholic, give me a sign in the next 24 hours.” 

It is important to know that I was born on January 12th, 1999. My mom 

went into labor with me at 3:00 am. It is the night of January 11th, 2017, and 

Mr. Olon’s wife, Nahn, was due with her child on January 15th. That night 

after the movie, I was up late doing homework for the end of the quarter. 

Eleven o’clock, twelve o’clock, one o’clock, two o’clock, and nothing had 

happened. Then out of nowhere at 2:57 am, there was a text on my phone. It 

was from Mr. Olon which read, “Happy Birthday, looks like you are going to 

share a Birthday. Nahn just went into labor with our son.” 

I started to cry then and there. Not because a man, whose wife was in 

labor with her son, took the time to text me, but because Jesus used this 

experience to reveal himself to me. John and Nahn had sacrificed a bit of their 

time, when Nahn was in labor, to will my good of companionship. Jesus 

showed me that how John loved me and how Guido loved his son, was a 

glimpse of how He loved me. Jesus used two men, who loved, to reveal 

Himself to me. That night, for the first time, I could say I knew our Lord and 

how He loved in a personal way. I got down on my knee, made the sign of the 

cross, and said, “Lord, you got me, I am yours. I will be Catholic. You win.” 

From then on, I have continued to enter a deeper and deeper 

relationship with Our Lord. Things were still hard. I had vices, and still do, but 

that night a massive change occurred within my life. I choose to respond to 

Jesus’ call to enter into Him, with Him, and it is from that relationship that my 

life has been changed. It was not an idea, a philosophy, or a movement that 

changed me, but rather a relationship with a person.  

  It will be good to get to know you all during these strange times, and I 

ask that you please pray for me.  

 

In Christ, 

Jacob 

 

 


