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About Our Church 

St. Cecilia Roman Catholic Church is located in St. Mary’s City, MD. 

Our Pastor is Father Scott Woods 

The Assistants are Deacon Tony Sweeney & Deacon Mark Kijesky  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Address: 47950 Mattapany Road, P.O. Box 429, St. Mary’s City, MD 20686 

       Phone: (301) 862-4600 

       E-mail: stcecilia@md.metrocast.net 

       Social Media: St. Cecilia Website & St. Cecilia Facebook Page 

     Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:30am – 12:00pm 

   The office will be closed on Thursdays, Holy Days and Federal Holidays. 

 

Other Contact information 

St. Peter Claver: 301-872-5460 

St. Michael Church: 301-872-4321 

Catholic Cemeteries: 301-475-5005 or 301-932-1766 
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Prayer Intentions 

Please remember all who have asked for our prayers:   Gerald Adkinson, Virginia Alice, Bradley 

Anderson and Ernie, Kristin Austin, Judy and Jim Ballantine, Ivan Barnes, Joyce Bean, Dorothy Berry, 
Cathy Bush, Carla and Adam, Annie Carroll, Ted Carroll, Francis Carroll, Robert Carter, Steven Carter, 
Sr. Colleen Clair, Nancy Cotter, Debi Clark, Joey Cosgrove, Jack Cullison, Celia DeVoe, Erica Dingle, Ed 
Dishman, Norman Fenwick, Eileen Garvey, Mary Glynn, Mary Jean Goldsborough, Mary Gorman, 
Hannah Gravelle, Mary Jane Hall, Jeff Harris Family, Baby Hancock, James Hensley, Larry Hobbs, 
Sonny Hunt, John Jovan, Bambi Kwiatkoski, Lynn, John Lolli, Adam Lumpkins, Helen Lococo, Shirley D. 
Major, George Matthew, Dennis MacQuilliam, Bill Morris, James Morris, Cecilia Plymale, Eileen 
Peterson, Angie Prucha, Bill Rayle, Don Robinson, Frances Reddix, Clarence Rose, Ellen Rose, Jacob 
Remis, ZaNiya G. Rice,  Joel Rivera, Kimberly Sariego, Tiny Taylor, John F. Thompson, Susan Windburn, 
William Woodland, Lisa, Donna Burriss, Elaine McNeil, Tara Sewell, Doris Rose Yates, James Young, 
Eva Butler, Francis Birch, Evan Beck, Michael Hammett Jr., Andrew Farrand, Joe Dziewit,. We thank 
God for the many people He has healed, bodies, minds, and souls.  

 

 

 

Mass Intentions for January 23 - 29 

Saturday       4:30 PM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Elisabet Madrekewet 

Sunday         8:00 AM  For the intentions of our parishioners 

Monday       7:30 AM  For the intentions of Martha Schumann 

Tuesday       7:30 AM  For the intentions of Andrew Pasquale 

Wednesday  7:30 AM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Henry Porto 

Thursday     7:30 AM  For the peaceful repose of the soul of Jammie Marino 

Friday          7:30 AM  For the intentions of our parishioners 

Saturday      8:00 AM  Mass at St. Peter Claver 

 

Announcements & Events 

• We want to thank all of you for your generous contributions! 

There will be no second collection for the weekend of January 30 

& 31. 

 

• St. Cecilia’s staff will be working diligently over the next couple 

of weeks to prepare 2020 tax contribution letters for parishioners. 

If you would like to receive a copy of your letter, contact Liz at the 

parish office by email at stcecilia@md.metrocast.net or by phone 

at 301-862-4600. Thank you for your patience! 
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Mass & Confession Time 
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM  
Sunday Morning: 8:00am  
Weekday Mass: Monday – Friday 7:30am 
Daily Adoration: Monday - Friday 6:00am – 7:15am  
Weekly Confession: Saturdays 3:00pm – 4:00pm in Baby Haven Room 

 

Latin Mass Schedule at St. Peter Claver  
Monday & Wednesday – 6:00 PM  
Sunday Afternoon – 12:00 PM  

 

Morning Offering: O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I 
offer you my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day. For all the 
intentions of Thy Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass throughout the world, in reparation for my sins, for the reunion of 
Christendom and for the Holy Father’s intentions of the month.  
January: Human Fraternity - May the Lord give us the grace to live in full 
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for 
one another, open to all. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Jonah, the Man Who Ran From God 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying: “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you.” So Jonah made ready and went to 

Nineveh, according to the LORD’S bidding.  Jonah 3:1-3 

Jonah is one of the most beloved Old Testament prophets. Why? Perhaps because of the fascinating story of him being swallowed by a whale. This image lends intrigue to one’s 

imagination and is somewhat fairytale-like. It’s a good story and afun story! 

But what we may easily forget is why Jonah was swallowed by the whale. It was because he heard God call him to a particular mission in life and he ran as fast as he could the 

other way. He did all he could to avoid his calling. But God was relentless. In the end, God won and Jonah went to Nineveh to preach. The best part is that the people of Nineveh 

listened to him and changed their lives! Jonah’s preaching was, in the end, a great success. 

Imagine what would have happened if Jonah would have just listened to God from the very beginning. It may have left us with much less of that fairytale-like story but it certainly 

would have saved Jonah and others a great amount of stress. He would not have had to endure the great storm at sea, the wrath of the crew on that ship, the distress of being thrown 

over the boat and the experience of being held captive in the belly of the whale for those three days. All this could have been avoided if he would have just listened to God from the 

very beginning. 

With that said, it’s also interesting and insightful to look at the story from another perspective. The truth is that Jonah did endure all of these difficulties. And though we may be 

tempted to judge him for that and shake our finger at him, we may want to be careful. Why? Because it’s entirely possible that God actually allowed him, by an act of His divine 

permissive will, to go through these struggles for a reason. It’s entirely possible, and perhaps probable, that it was part of the wisdom of God that Jonah, at first, resisted His will. 

Why would God do this? Most likely for our sake in that Jonah becomes a great example for us. It seems clear that one of the main lessons from Jonah’s life was that God is 

relentless in His love for us and is relentless in calling us to embrace His will. So Jonah’s life and actions become prophetic and teach us a great lesson. 

God does not give up on us. He does not simply throw us away the moment we turn from Him. Instead, our denial of Him only makes His resolve to pursue us all the greater. He 

takes our brokenness, our lack of resolve, our failings and weaknesses and uses them for His glory and His perfect plan. 

Reflect, today, on whether you are discouraged in life and feel like you have failed in following the will of God for your life.  If so, then the message of Jonah is clear. Don’t give 

up. Don’t lose hope. God has not given up on His plan for you and He has not lost hope. In the end, you may discover that those parts of your life that seem to be the greatest 

burden and obstacle for you will be turned upside down by God’s grace and become the very source of the manifestation of His glory! 

Lord, You never give up on me. You never lose hope. Give me the grace to change, to listen and to respond. Use my weakness and brokenness and let Your strength and grace 

shine through.  

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jonah%203.1-3

